REVOLTED AMERICA
notice of what lie said; and the House broke up without a single
Member challenging the wisdom of the Government's decision.
Early in February 1765 Grenville introduced his Stamp Bill into
the House of Commons. Curiously enough this measure, which
was destined to become the spark to fire the American Revolu-
tion, produced only a ' languid debate/ Barre, it is true, spoke
against it; but his criticism was merely destructive, and meant
to embarrass the Administration. On March 22nd, after one
division in the Commons, and neither debate nor division in the
Lords, the Bill received the royal assent.
The Stamp Act produced a tremendous outcry in the North
American colonies. Church bells were muffled; flags were
flown at half-mast; men and women donned mourning clothes.
It was an opportunity which the reckless and lawless elements in
American Society could not resist. The new stamps were burnt;
revenue men were roughly-handled; and rioting took place.
Agitators no longer had to look round for audiences: they were
in the happy position of being able to say ' I told you so '; and
in the most intemperate language inveighed against the politi-
cians in London. In Virginia the fierce oratory of Patrick Henry
was heard. Speaking in the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg
he said:
Caesar had his Brutus; Charles the First his Cromwell, and George
the Third	
The assembly rose as a man to shout * Treason.' Patrick Henry
waited until the hubbub ceased and then quietly continued:
And George the Third may profit by their example.    If this be
treason make the most of it!
There was a great deal of such talk in North America in the
autumn and winter of 1765-6. The colonists soon saw that the
only way to bring a proud nation to its senses was to strike at
its weakest spot—the merchant classes. British goods were
boycotted; and legal documents were drawn up without the
offending stamps.
Every ship which returned from the colonies brought its tale
of the resistance which was being organized on the other side of
the Atlantic against Grenville's measure; and no one in the
Mother Country was more concerned about the state of affairs

